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26. (New) A radio communication method according to claim 24, characterized in that the 
radio communication apparatus secures at least the lowest two slots of the beacon formation 
as entry slots not performing data communication and, in the start transmission of a beacon 
with a radio communication apparatus joining a radio network anew or again, transmits the 
beacon at a slot selected at random from among these entry slots, this becoming the beacon 
slot position of the radio communication apparatus. 

27. (New) A radio communication method according to claim 25, characterized by further 
comprising a step in which to a beacon, the radio communication apparatus adds beacon slot 
length information that indicates the length of the period down to the lowest slot of the 
beacon formation recognized by the radio communication apparatus, and in that 

the radio communication apparatus receives beacons but does not perform data 
communication in a period calculated by adding the entry slot length to the maximum beacon 
slot length found from the beacon slot length information received from neighboring radio 
communication apparatuses. 

28. (New) A radio communication method according to claim 26, characterized by further 
comprising a step in which to a beacon, the radio communication apparatus adds beacon slot 
length information that indicates the length of the period down to the lowest slot of the 
beacon formation recognized by the radio communication apparatus, and in that 

the radio communication apparatus receives beacons but does not perform data 
communication in a period calculated by adding the entry slot length to the maximum beacon 
slot length found from the beacon slot length information received from neighboring radio 
communication apparatuses. 



LEA/dmw 



Dated: April 4, 2006 




) 



MAT-8830US 



P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

(610) 407-0700 



The Director is hereby authorized to charge or 
credit Deposit Account No. 18-0350 for any 
additional fees, or any underpayment or credit 
for overpayment in connection herewith.. 



EXPRESS MAIL Mailing Label Number: EV 614 759 526 US 

Date of Deposit: April 4, 2006 

I hereby certify that this paper and fee are being deposited, under 37 C. F. R. § 1 . 1 0 and with sufficient postage, using the 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service of the United States Postal Service on the date indicated above and that 
the deposit is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 



DMW J:\MAT\8830US\PREUMINARYAMENDMENT.DOC 




Page 11 of 11 



